
ROCHDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE CHAIR’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL

REPORT OF THE MIDDLETON TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE TO THE 
MEETING OF THE COUNCIL ON WEDNESDAY 16TH OCTOBER 2019 

Thank you Mr Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest developments on 
various matters relating to the Middleton Township.

Township Committee
Middleton Township Committee Meeting took place on Thursday 12th September 2019.  

Members received a number of questions to be heard during the Open Forum, including;
 A question relating to crime and ASB at a car park to the rear of Andover Avenue 

and Lawson Close. 
 A question in regards to the Play Pitch Strategy 
 A question from a resident in relation to opportunities at Lakeland Court. 
 A number of questions regarding the new School, Altus Academy. 

Members received the following reports
 Objections to a proposed Traffic Regulation Order – Evesham Road, Walsingham 

Avenue, Tenbury Drive and Hanley Close
 Objections to a proposed Traffic Regulation Order – Lodge Street, Boarshaw Road 

and Morton Street, Middleton
 A report relating to Warwick Mill and London House

Following the report on Warwick Mill and London House a detailed discussion took place, 
with members of the public present able to give their representations, regarding concerns 
about the building. Members at the meeting undertook that I, as Township Chair, would 
send a letter to the owners of the buildings to ask for immediate action. 

Township Sub-Committees and Working Parties
The cycle of sub-committees took place in this quarter, and some of the issues raised are 
detailed below:

Devolved Funding and Devolved Services Sub-Committee
This meeting took place on Thursday 3rd October 2019, and a number of applications were 
considered including; 

 Bowlee Community Park Development Spring Bulb Planting
 Skills4Sport Programme
 Manchester New Road Speed Surveys
 Nowell Road Waiting Restrictions
 Boarshaw Clough Nature Reserve Improvements
 King George Playing Fields Security Improvements
 Middleton Gymnastics Club Building Improvements & Gym

Members were also advised of a number of delegated decisions made during the last 
quarter, which included; 

 Jubilee Park Flag Pole 
 Junction Community Centre Building Clearance 
 Lodge Street Parking Restrictions Review 

Regeneration
The Middleton Regeneration Group met on Wednesday 25th September 2019 and 
discussed a number of items including; 



 Warwick Mill & London House
 Hopwood Hall 
 Tonge Hall 
 Middleton Town Centre Master Plan

Middleton Environment & Culture Forum
The Middleton Environment & Culture Forum met on Wednesday 4th September 2019 and 
discussed a number of items including; 

 Link4Life – Improvements to cultural offering
 Concerns regarding unauthorised banners on Long Street
 Middleton Town Centre Management Company 

Updates were also received from a number of local groups including; 
 Friends of Alkrington Woods 
 Friends of Bowlee Park  
 Middleton Brass Band 

Police & Councillor Briefing 
No meeting has taken place during this time period, although we continue to maintain 
regular contact with Police colleagues. 

Middleton Planning Panel 
Middleton Members continue to meet on a monthly basis with our designated Planning 
Officer to discuss Planning Applications. As members we value this opportunity to raise 
any concerns we have with our colleagues in Planning. 

News Stories 

Junction Community Centre MacMillan Cancer Research Open Day 

I attended, alongside Ward Councillors, an event at Junction Community Centre on 
Saturday 28th September 2019. The event was a lovely opportunity to meet with local 
groups such as St. Michael’s Brass Band and Middleton Junction Baytree Tenants and 
Residents group who had organised the event. It’s great to see so many committed people 
working in our communities. I would like to take this opportunity to thank Councillor Donna 
Martin, who took a strategic lead at the centre, for all her hard work, dedication and 
commitment.  

Friends of Boarshaw Cemetery 
I attended the Friends of Boarshaw Cemetery meeting on Tuesday 1st October 2019, and 
was very honoured to meet such a committed group of people supporting the Cemetery 
and the Council. I look forward to continuing to work with the group and hopefully helping 
them with some of the issues which in some cases have been ongoing for a number of 



years. 

Middleton Groups Support 
As Township Chair I feel that a large part of my role is to support local groups to continue 
to grow and develop many of the schemes which they undertake. As chair I see our groups 
on a regular basis via the Middleton Environment Meeting, and hope to able to visit some 
of them at their meetings over the coming months. 

Middleton Fit, Read and Feed
Middleton is proud to support two Fit, Read and Feed Schemes within the Town. These 
take place, and have done for the last few years, at Junction Community Centre and 
Langley Library. I am always amazed by the amount of children who attend and thoroughly 
enjoy this scheme and strongly believe in this programme. As always I feel that library staff 
and colleagues in Link4Life do an amazing job, over and above what is normally expected 
of them. 

Upcoming Events/ Dates 
We have a busy few months coming up, with a number of notable dates in the diary; 

 Oktoberfest takes place on Saturday 5th October 2019 
 World Polio Day on 24 October 2019 will see Middleton Parish Church lit up in 

Purple for a week
 Remembrance Sunday takes place this year on Sunday 10th November 2019
 Middleton Christmas Lights Switch on is scheduled to take place on Saturday 16th 

November 2019.  

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of the 
Council about these or any other matter relating to the Middleton Township Committee.

Councillor Donna Williams  
Middleton Township Chair


